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H.H. Franklin History

The H. H. Franklin Manufacturing Company built the
most successful American direct air-cooled cars from
1902 to 1934. The company was run, during its first
thirty-two years, by Herbert H. Franklin, backer of the first
die casting business, (for which he coined the term “die
cast”’) and John Wilkinson, the engineer who built the first
Franklin Car. Franklin’s design principles combining high
quality with light weight gave Franklins their distinct rep-
utation for dependability and long life. Their legacy has
been one of successful innovation and, of course, the un-
usual vehicles that survive.

A few historic milestones for the Franklin:

1905
The world’s first 6-cylinder automobile was introduced by
Franklin. The car had an air-cooled motor and valve-in-
head cylinders. Air-cooling eliminated the need for 177
complicated water cooling parts. This, coincidentally,
was also the same year for the first officially
recorded flight by Orville Wright at Dayton, Ohio, 11.12
miles in 18 minutes, 9 seconds.

1906

A new trans-continental record, San Francisco to New
York, was set by a 10 horse power Franklin with a time of
12 days, 2 hours, 12 minutes. ‘Drive through the springs’
was introduced by Franklin as an important element in
flexible construction. Strains of starting and stopping
were cushioned by applying the driving force through the
rear springs.

1908
Ohio’s first vehicle registration was issued to Thomas B.
Paxton Jr., Cincinnati, Ohio for an H.H. Franklin gasoline
engine automobile.

1915
Entirely in LOW gear, a Franklin car ran from Walla Walla,
Washington, to San Francisco, California, 860 miles in 83
hours, 40 minutes, without once stopping the engine.

1917
Cowles Tolman, of New Haven, Connecticut, made the
record of 82.8 miles on a single gallon of gasoline in a
6-cylinder engine Franklin. Today, this is still the world’s
record mileage, not only of 6-cylinder cars, but of all stock
types of gasoline propelled vehicles.

1920
A Franklin stock Imperial touring car made a 500-mile run
in LOW gear in Imperial, California, without stopping the
engine. Air temperature varied from 72 degrees in the
morning to 125 degrees at noon. The car maintained a
speed of 11 mph. Intermediate and high gears were re-
moved from the transmission before the start.

1928

On June 16th, ‘Cannon Ball’ Baker, driving a Franklin se-
dan, completed a record run from Los Angeles to New
York to Los Angeles, 6,692.8 miles, in 157 hours and 23
minutes. This astounding performance beat the former
record by more than 10 1/2 hours! The car was a stock 4
door sedan from a dealer’s inventory. On the trip east he
averaged 45.2 miles per hour. He wrote after returning
to LA, “The air-cooled motor now rules the land as well
as the air.” Further proving the efficiency of air-cooling,
Cannon Ball Baker also drove an Airman Limited for 14.2
miles up the famous Lookout Mountain road in Tennes-
see and returned in the amazing record time of 20 min-
utes, 52 seconds. This was a new uphill record and a
new downhill record. By averaging 40.8 mph on this long
grade, which is 46% steeper than the Pike’s Peak grade,
the Franklin smashed the previous record by averaging
4.6 mph faster.

There are 3,291 total existing Franklins in the world. This
is only 2.17% of the total original factory production from
1902-1934.
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1908 Franklin
First vehicle ‘registered’ in Ohio

. 1908 was the first full year of state motor vehicle
registration and collection of fees.

. There were 10,649 vehicles of all types registered
generating a total of $50,745.

. This year may be considered as being the first full
registration year. The law was known as the “Automo-
bile Law.” A flat rate of $3.00 for electrics and $5.00 for
registration of all other types of vehicles was charged un-
der this law. This fee was subject to a 50% reduction
after September 1st of each year. The state department
handling these registrations was called the “Automobile
Division” of the office of the Secretary of State and ad-

ministered by a “Registrar” appointed by the Secretary
of State.

. License

plates can be
oval or round shaped “0” with the “H” in the

identified by the

center. The original contract for plates was entered
into with the Hiss stamp works to provide 25,000
metal tags at a cost of $3,600.00 with a design
that would feature a big round letter ‘O’ with an ‘H’
inside. The first plates were rejected and the
contract made with the next lowest bidder. It is
thought that the original contract was rejected
because the first plates were made with an oval ‘O’ in-
stead of a round ‘O’. The only oval ‘O’ plates seen have
all been carrying numbers under 100.

. The license plates were made of
porcelain and steel. The background of the plates was
blue and the numerals were white.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Fred H. Caley

1909:

. License plates can be identified by the round “O”
with the “H” in the center.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Fred H. Caley



1910: 1914:

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - J.A. Shearer

. These license plates were the first to carry the year

and state along with the identification number. 1915:

40019

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
William H. Walker

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Fred H. Caley

1911:

e

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - J.A. Shearer 1916:

® -— -— ®

1912: ﬂ H I u I 9 I
’ 1B 7 44
Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -

William H. Walker

S License plates were made of steel and the 1917:

lettering on the plates was flat.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - J.A. Shearer |?|3 23 7 7 9 é
1913 |
| 0 7
Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - W.A. McCurdy
1918:
'. I = . .

. The flat fee of $5.00 was replaced by a series
of 6 fee classifications based on horsepower. The
fees were graduated from $5.00 imposed upon all
motor vehicles of 20 HP or less to an $18.00 fee

imposed upon all motor vehicles of more than 60 HP. ° The first year letters were stamped or
embossed on the license plates.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - J.A. Shearer
Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - W.A. McCurdy

3



1919:

amended.

“Automabile LaW’-. l:ﬂas
Fortheﬂrsttlmetherewasaseparafurfatpassengerq:arfees
andc mermarlcarfees Passengercarf-eeswé&ebasedon

. The

actu rsepowe (HP) and the
vide 3 fee class L’ ations rangi
for a car bf 5 HP or le

a ge rrj th W pro-
in cost fro $800
‘ to $20 a zaar

er‘é‘ba on

horsepowei 't e same a pasﬁge ars.
additional tax ranging fror ’-""%u ach hu

1921:

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - A.G. Snow

1922:

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - A.G. Snow

] application.

1923:

VY E VAN

*  The Secretary of State was responsible to desig-
nate one or more persons in each county to serve as
deputy registrars in the county seat, cities or villages, as
, the Secretary of State saw fit.

. The Chauffeur Department of the Automobile Di-
vision was established. The duties of that department
were the examination and licensing of all operators
of motor vehicles who functioned as employees for
hire, and the filing of such applications and the licenses
and collection of all fees and taxes pertaining thereto.

— The fee for the examination of applicants and the is-

suance of chauffeur licenses was $3.00 per year per
A chauffeur’s license fee was only $.75
when an examination is not required.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Chalmers R. Wilson

1924:

+1-000

. OHIO-1924 .|

. As tar was placed on the license plate
around 1924 to represent the number 10 when
registrations exceeded 999,999, rather than adding
a seventh digit to the plate. A letter was subsequently
used as a prefix in place of a digit, and the Star
was dropped from the license plate after 1928.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Chalmers R. Wilson



1925:

933-360

_ OHIO-1925 |

. The “Automobile Division” nhame was changed to
the “Bureau of Motor Vehicles.”

. The department head title is changed from Registrar
to Commissioner.

. The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall desig-
nate County Auditors and one or more persons in each
county to serve as deputy commissioners.

. The gasoline tax law was enacted. Due to the im-
position of the gasoline tax the passenger car fees were
reduced 50%, but the basis of computation remained
the same. The basis of determination of commercial car
fees was changed and provided for the licensing upon
an actual weight basis on a graduated scale range from
$0.70 per hundred for the first 2,500 pounds to $1.15 per
hundred for a vehicle weighing more than 9,000 pounds.

Motor Vehicle Department
Commissioner - Chalmers R. Wilson

1926:

T !
S —

18813

. OHIO-1926

Motor Vehicle Department
Commissioner - Chalmers R. Wilson

1927:

358-131

k OHIO-1927

5

Motor Vehicle Department
Commissioner - Chalmers R. Wilson

90

OHIO-1928 .

Motor Vehicle Department
Commissioner - Chalmers R. Wilson

1928:

Ch6-

1929:

TS

OHIO-1929

Motor Vehicle Department
Commissioner - Chalmers R. Wilson

1930:

.OH10-1930.

Motor Vehicle Department
Commissioner - Chalmers R. Wilson

1931:




. The legislature amended the motor vehicle laws,
removing automobiles from the personal property
tax. To replace the tax loss the registration fees were
correspondingly increased, ranging from $7.00 for pas-
senger cars having no more than 25 HP to $25.00 for
those having more than 36 HP. Commercial car license
plate fees were likewise increased, ranging from $0.70
per hundred pounds for a vehicle weighing 2,000 pounds
or less, ending with a rate of $2.25 per hundred pounds
for a vehicle weighing in excess of 10,000 pounds.

Motor Vehicle Department
Commissioner - Chalmers R. Wilson

1932:

984-383

,OHI0-1932,

Motor Vehicle Department
Commissioner - Chalmers R. Wilson

. The Department of Highways was created and the
Bureau of Motor Vehicles was transferred to this depart-
ment.

. The hospital claims law was enacted. This law pro-
vides for the payment of hospital bills incurred by indigent
patients as a result of motor vehicle accidents.

Motor Vehicle Department
Commissioner - J.P. Brennan, later replaced by
Glen M. Daily.

-1

- P

1934:

164-980

~OHIO-1934.

Motor Vehicle Department
Commissioner - Glen M. Daily

1935:

| . L

* The legislature enacted a “Driver’s License Law”
providing for the issuance of operator and chauffeur li-
censes on an annual basis. This law makes it manda-
tory that every operator of a motor vehicle first obtain a
driver’s license prior to having the legal right to drive on
public highways.

As evidenced by the above 1937 license, the driver
license fee was twenty-five cents.

. The legislature changed the horsepower classifica-
tions from 5 to 3 on the passenger license plate registra-
tion schedule, the new fees being $7.00 for a passenger
vehicle of 25 horsepower(HP) or less; $10.00 for a pas-
senger car with HP ranging from 25 to 31; and $16.00 for
one having more than 31 HP. No change was made in
the commercial car fees.



. The license plate registration year was changed
from the calendar year and the 1935 plates were good
for a 15 month period, or until April 1st.

. Special reserved license plates became available
(ex. ABC 1).

» The Financial Responsibility Law of Ohio
became effective on August 20. The intent of this law
was to prohibit individuals, known by record to have
committed certain offenses, from operating a motor
vehicle; and to protect the public from such
individuals by requiring them to obtain a bond in
the amount of $11,000 in order to retain driving
privileges.

. Safety glass law was enacted. This
legislation made it unlawful to operate any motor vehicle
on any public highway or street unless it was equipped
with safety glass wherever glass was used.

*  The department head title is changed from Commis-
sioner back to Registrar.

. Operator and chauffeur licenses were issued by the
Registrar through some 750 deputy registrars appointed
for that purpose.

. Dealer and Salesperson Licensing Law enacted.
This law provided for the licensing of motor vehicle deal-
ers and salespersons and the regulation of the selling
of motor vehicles to prohibit fraudulent and unfair prac-
tices in the business of selling motor vehicles and install-
ment contracts arising out of such sales. It regulated the
issuance of license plates to motor vehicle dealers and
certain other persons, along with the use of such license
plates.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Glen M. Daily partial year, Frank West
remainder of year.

1936:

Boco0

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Frank West.

1937:

*  The legislature enacted a “farm truck license plate
law,” which provided a substantial reduction in license
plate fees in the commercial car catagory of approxi-
mately 40%.

*  The legislature enhanced the “Dealers’ and Sales-
men’s Licensing Law,” which provides for the qualifying
and regulation of dealers and salesmen engaged in the
business of selling motor vehicles at retail and prevents
fraudulent and unfair practices in their operations.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Frank West.
1938:

g

s

6

v TEr. P BB OHIO 38

. The 1938 Ohio plate was part of a national celebra-
tion of the 150th anniversary of the Northwest Territories.

Pioneers landed on April 07, 1788, and founded the
first organized government west of the original 13 colo-
nies. The highlight of the celebration was a reinactment
of the wagon caravan that left Ipswich (now Hamilton),

7



Massachusetts and traveled overland to Simrill's
Ferry (now Newton), Pennsylvania and then journeyed
by boats to Marietta, Ohio. Thirty-eight men made this
four month trip that has been labeled “The Trek”. These
1938 modern pioneers actually landed within 4 minutes
of the landing time of the original settlers in 1788.
President Roosevelt, Ohio Governor Martin Davey,
and several other noteworthy politicians were on hand
with a crowd of 100,000 to welcome these travelers to
Marietta. According to a report of the Northwest Terri-
tory Celebration Commission, the two million 1938 Ohio
plates created interest and caused comment all over the
nation.

. Certificate of Title law enacted on January 1.
This legislation was to prevent the importation of
stolen motor vehicles, and thefts and fraud in the trans-
fer of title to motor vehicles. This law replaced the
bill of sale law which had been in effect since 1921.
Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Frank West

1939:

6462:S

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Cylon W. Wallace.

-

1940:

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Cylon W. Wallace.

¥
E
L

1940s style Chauffeur Badges
* The legislature enacted a “Uniform Traffic Act’
based upon a standard uniform traffic code.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Cylon W. Wallace.

1943:
. To conserve resources for the allied war effort,

1943 registrations consisted of the 1942 plates plus a red
window sticker.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Cylon W. Wallace.



1944-1946

. Only 1 plate was issued in 1944, 1945, and 1946 to
conserve steel for the military war effort.

TITLK]

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Frank M. Quinn.
1947:

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Edward T. Fogo.

1948:

. Beginning April 1, the registration fee for all passen-
ger cars was set at $10.00.

. Ohio began to issue some 6 character plates.

. Ohio experimented with different materials for li-
cense plates in 1948, 1949, and 1950. In 1948, alumi-
num license plates were issued along with the traditional
steel plates. A few plates issued at the end of the year
were waffled aluminum.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Frank M. Quinn.

1949:

. In 1949, three types of plates were issued. Alu-
minum, aluminum waffle pattern, and in rare instances,
steel. The ‘waffle’ pattern was a plate made from alumi-
num, with an embossed “waffle” like finish. These were
experimented with by many states, including Ohio, in the
late 1940’s and early 1950’s, in an effort to add strength,
without adding weight.

BU|

1949 - OHIO




. The first Ohio special plate issued to the public was
authorized by statute. This first special plate was the
church bus license plate.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Frank M. Quinn.

1950:

. Beginning October 1, all driver licenses were issued
to expire three years from issuance date.

67723

_OHIO - 1950

DHm_'lgso

. In 1950, only steel and waffle pattern aluminum
plates were issued. Aluminum plates were discontinued
after 1950 as they were far more expensive, compared
to their steel counterparts. Also, the thin aluminum plates
were prone to bend in high winds.

. A $1.00 fee for reserved plates became effective
during the 1950 registration year.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Robert E. Foley.

1951:

1951 - OHIO, |

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Robert E. Foley.

1952:

WINDSHIELD STICKER

—

. 1952 registrations consisted of the 1951 plates plus
a blue windshield sticker.

. The highway use tax law was enacted.

. The legislature provided for the issuance of amateur
radio call letter plates.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Robert E. Foley.
1953:

. The Safety Responsibility Law was enacted on
March 1. This new law repealed the old Financial Re-
sponsibility Law. The purpose of this law was to elimi-
nate the reckless and irresponsible driver from the high-
ways and to provide for the giving of security and proof
of financial responsibility by persons driving or owning
motor vehicles.

1803 - OHIO - t9.53 )

displayed the years 1803-1953 to celebrate the 150th an-
niversary of Ohio’s statehood.

10



1803 ' 1953

: _sgsuu:-camenmgL

e Front plates for 1953 observed the 150th

anniversary of the admission of Ohio to the Union in
1803. The word sesquicentennial was spelled with a
‘dash’ in error on the plates.

,1953 - OHIO

« Alaw was passed in the 1952 registration year, to ':1}
provide special license plates for display on an individ_’u-

al’'s motor vehicle. These special plates were issued 10NN 3
holders of amateur radio station licenses, and to phys.la J
cians. Plates began being issued in 1953. =]

-_—— 1
- L I — -—_‘AII"

. eral assembly—enactedahighu
tax All commercial cars and all comme
tors ¢ those in combinatloh or in tandeft

CO

required to pay a hlghw
half cen mi :

: ctober 2, a law was enacted -
“License Tax for Hlstork:gl.o Mcfbr <

prow -
This was the first year historical plates were

Vehlcles..

available. By the end of the registration year 274 histori-
cal plates were issued.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Robert E. Foley.

1954:

D-249H

.OHIO - 1954,

. Motor vehicles manufactured after January 1, 1954,
must be equipped with turn signals in working order, vis-
ible from both front and rear. Turn signal lights must be
visible at a distance of not less than 300 feet in normal

X

, PHYSICIAN . 4

~
~J

1954 ‘Physician’ special license plate

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Robert E. Foley.

1955:

. The General Assembly amended the highway use
tax law, and the program was transferred to the Depart-
ment of Taxation.

. The requirement that all applications for license

J plates and driver licenses had to be notarized was elimi-

nated as of September 30. This meant if an applicant
was making a false statement on the application they
were no longer liable for perjury, but only a misdemeanor.
This conviction was easier to obtain than perjury.

11



Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - C. Ervin Nofer.

1956:

A-000:

1956

.OHIO -

. The size of all license plates in the United
States has been standardized at 6” x 12”. Ohio
began using the standard (6” x 12”) size license plates
effective with the 1956 plates.

. The BMV attempted to notify holders of driver li-
censes 30 days prior to their expiration date. Due to ex-
pense and complaints, the program was discontinued on
January 1, 1958.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - C. Ervin Nofer.

1957:

R-123-X

1957 - QHIO,
N —

. Effective March 29, the legislature enacted a sec-
tion providing a flat license fee of $10.00 for each transit
bus. A ‘transit bus’ was defined to be a motor vehicle
having a seating capacity of more than 7 passengers, op-
erated and used by any person in the rendition of a pub-
lic mass transportation service primarily in a municipality
or municipalities. At least 75% of the annual mileage of
such service and use shall be within such municipality or
municipalities.

. Effective June 17, “farm truck” was redefined to in-
clude a truck or a bus used for necessary transportation
of agricultural employees. A $10.00 fee was set for 90
day licenses for such buses, and the number of 90 day
licenses was limited to two in any fiscal license year.

. The Point system law was enacted, effective on
June 22. This law required the Registrar to request the
common pleas court for the suspension of a driver li-
cense when 12 or more points are accumulated within

two years. This new law established the following point
system for traffic violations:

* Manslaughter- 6 points

*  OMVI- 6 points

» Drag Racing- 6 points

» Failing to stop and disclose identity at the
scene of an accident- 6 points

* Driving while under suspension or
revocation of driver’s license- 6 points

* Reckless Operation- 3 points

* Speeding- 2 points

» All other moving violations- 2 points

. Began issuing 10-day temporary tags effective
September 4. The fee for these tags was $1.00, plus a
fee to the Registrar.

. Effective August 27, a person 14 years of age
or over could obtain a driver license to operate a
motorcycle or motor scooter with a motor that
produces no more than 5 brake horsepower, or a
bicycle with motor attached, provided he passed the driv-
er examination and a parent or guardian signed for him.

. Effective September 7, certficates of titel could be
issued oto

5 valued : han $60.00 to
custo D storage, icl ed

ncla ( er orderec or. aw

1oy
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Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
George C. Braden.

1959:

. As a result of requests from law enforcement of-
ficials and various safety organizations the law stating
persons 14 and over can operate a motor scooter or mo-
torcycle is repealed effective November 2.

. Effective November 2, a law was enacted stating a
red flashing light was required on the rear of slow moving
vehicles which normally travel at a speed less than 20

mph. The red flashing light was also applied to disabled
vehicles.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Clifford W. Ayers.

1960:

P-354T

OHIO - 1960

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Clifford W. Ayers.

1961:

P-169°T

_1961 - OHIQ,

.« The Registrar is required to assign one or more

deputy registrars to any driver license exam station

| (operated under the supervision of the Ohio Highway
' Patrol) that has given 20,000 or more driver license

)

T ———
I 5
L o

il i,

“

exams the preceding year, and can assign one or more
deputy registrars to any other driver exam stations to is-

sue operator licenses, temporary permits, and chauffeur
licenses.

*HISTORICAL *

“B2H

VEHICLE

n . L -

. Effective October 2, the definition of “Historical
Motor Vehicle” was changed to mean any motor vehi-
cle which was built on or prior to December 31, 1926.
The other requirements for licensing historical vehicles
remained the same.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Clifford W. Ayers.

1962:

OHIO - 1962_

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Clifford W. Ayers.

13



. Effective July 26, the age requirement in the defini-
tion of “Historical Motor Vehicle” was changed from a ve-
hicle built on or prior to December 31, 1926, to a vehicle
over 35 years old.

b
o BCOLOR HAIR [ COLOR EY

BUREAU OF MOTOR

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Clifford W. Ayers. Later replaced by Wayne Ward,
and finally Dave Mainwaring.

1964-1966:

1965 - OHIO |

7=

- -
o
S

E B Rl |

17

Pl6sT

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Lou Wilsch.

\¥

1967:

P169 T

67 QOHIO

. Effective December 9, social security numbers are
required to be displayed on driver licenses.

. Effective December 13, color photographs are re-
quired to be displayed on driver licenses. Although the

= law became effective December 13, 1967, the provisions

of the act are effective January 1, 1969.

. Effective December 12, 1967, a bill was passed per-
mitting the county motor vehicle license tax or municipal
motor vehicle license tax of $5.00 to be levied on motor
vehicles.

. As Ohio was preparing to change over to new
dies, disaster struck. On November 29, 1966, fire
swept through the brand new license plate plant at the
Lebanon Correctional Institution. Over 1.4 million plates
were lost. The state was hurriedly forced to go out-
side the state to complete production of 1967 plates.
About 25% of the plates were made by the prison
systems in New York, Arkansas, and Nebraska, and
distributed in 23 counties in the eastern half
of the state.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Fred Rice.

14



1968:

P169T

OHIO &8

7

. Effective June 10, duplicate driver license require-
ments were enacted.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Fred Rice.

1969:

LOCAL TAX

969

A 15157 |

69 O0OHIO

. Requirements for motorcycle operator licenses be-
came effective on January 1, 1969.

. Effective July 1, 1969, driver education is required
for individuals under 18 years of age (minors).

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Fred Rice.

1970:

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar - Fred Rice.

1971:

*  Anew appropriations bill was passed and approved
and the BMV conducted a study of the relative merits of
“central issuance” and “field issuance” systems for pro-
ducing and distributing photo licenses.

Under a “central issuance” system, deputy registrars
across the state would complete application forms,
collect fees and take each applicant’'s picture;
then forward the application and photo negative to
Bureau headquarters in Columbus, where a finished
license would be produced and mailed to the
applicant. Under a “field issuance” system,
deputy registrars would be equipped to produce
finished photo licenses in their own offices, and
issue licenses immediately over the counter. The
field issuance system was implemented for the cost
effectiveness and to provide an improved level of
customer convenience.

- Effective December 17, any disabled Veteran
who, because of service-connected disability, has
been or is awarded funds for the purchase of a motor
vehicle under the “Veterans’ Benefit Act of 1957”7, 38
U.S.C.A. 1901-72 Stat. 1215 and amendments there-
to is eligible for free passenger license plates exempt
from the payment of motor vehicle license tax, county
or municipal tax levied under Chapter 4504 and deputy
registrar service fee.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
C. Donald Curry.

1972:

00000

« OHIO 72 .

15



. Effective January 1, 1972, approximately one-half of
Ohio’s drivers were issued a 3-year license and the other
half received 4-year licenses.

The 3-year license was issued to drivers whose
surnames began with “A” through “K” and 4-year licenses
were issued to drivers whose surnames began with “L”
through “Z.” Additionally, the Bureau advertised for bids
on a camera system to be installed at deputy registrar
agencies across the state which would enable deputies
to produce and issue finished photo licenses on the spot
in a matter of minutes.

. The Habitual Traffic Offender Law became
effective September 22, with the following penalties:

* 6 points accumulated- driver receives
warning letter.

» 8 points accumulated- (within 2 year period)
driver required to undergo a new driver exam.

* 12 points accumulated- (within
2 year period) driver license subject to
suspension for 6 months and in addition
must pass driver license exam and file proof
of financial responsibility for 3 years.

. 24 points accumulated- (within 10 year period)
driver license subject to suspension for 5 years. The
driver was required to pass a new driver license exam
and file proof of financial responsibility.

. The Registrar could renew the driver license of a
person in active military or naval service of the United
States without the requirement of a driver license exam.
This law became effective October 16.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
C. Donald Curry.

1973:

sEAT BELTS FASTENED? |
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The 1973 and 1974 plates were one of Ohio’s
most unique, with the message
“SEAT BELTS FASTENED?”

. House Bill 234 effective September 24, permits driv-
ers arrested on lesser traffic charges to post their driver
license as bond.

i

The posting of the license as bond must be acceptable
to the local court having jurisdiction in the area and to
the arresting officer. The License-for-bond law applies
in speeding cases and other charges, but not for charges
such as DWI(now called OVI), vehicular homicide, etc.

. Effective November 21, the age requirement in the
definition of “Historical Motor Vehicle” was changed from
a vehicle over 35 years old, to a vehicle over 25 years
old.

. Effective December 17, Senate Bill 325 allowed
anyone with more than 5, but no more than 11 points
charged against their driving record to secure a credit
of two points on their record by enrolling in a remedial
driving instruction course approved by the Director of
Highway Safety. A driver could enroll in such course only
once to receive credit points.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
C. Donald Curry.

1974:

SEAT BELTS FASTENED?
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. In 1974, for the first time, reflectorized sheeting was
utilized on Ohio license plates. 1974 also was the last
year an embossed or stamped year is included in the
plate design.

A total statewide changeover from paper to color
photo driver licenses and reorganization of the deputy
registrar network to provide optimum photo license ser-
vice within limited budgetary parameters took place in
1974. Remote computer terminals were installed at most
photo licensing agencies as a preliminary step toward
“online” branch issuance of all Ohio driver licenses.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
C. Donald Curry. Later replaced by James A. Garry.

1975:

SEAT BELTS FASTENED?
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. In 1975, 1974 plates were used in conjunction with
a 1975 validation sticker.

. By December 1975, all functioning driver license
agencies in the state were operating in an “online” con-
figuration through a statewide network of remote com-
puter terminals.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
James A. Garry. Later replaced by Curtis Andrews.

1976:
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» Collector’s vehicle plates were first issued in 1976.
Issued to any motor vehicle having a special interest, and
a fair market value greater than $100, and used as a col-
lectors item and not for general transportation.

. Effective January 5, anatomical donations state-
ment to be displayed on driver licenses.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Dean L. Dollison.

1977:

. In 1977, 1976 plates were used in conjunction with
a 1977 validation sticker.

. Effective January 1, the Ohio color photo identifica-
tion card program was enacted to provide identification to
individuals who were not licensed as operators of motor
vehicles in Ohio or another jurisdiction.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Dean L. Dollison.

L 3

1978-1979
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. In 1978-1979, 1976 plates were used in
conjunction with a current year validation sticker.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Dean L. Dollison.

1980:

i A staggered monthly renewal registration of pas-

senger and other non-commercial vehicles was imple-
mented. Prior to this, vehicle registrations were renewed
within the three month period of March through May
and required the implementation of approximately 350
temporary deputy registrars to supplement the nearly
400 year-round agencies in operation at that time.

. A new numbering system was implemented for
plates to be issued in 1980 and in subsequent years. The
first plates were aluminum, with Ohio embossed. The se-
ries started at CAA-010 and issued up from that num-
ber. Non Commercial plates for 1979 were red on white
and used a ABC-123 format. Motor Homes were BAA-
123. Thus passenger plates in 1980 started with CAA
so there would be no overlapping/duplicating numbers.
After 12/31/80, the AAA thru BZZ series were released
and used up. Somewhere in the M series (between MAA
and MZZ) a switch was made to the screened Ohio. This
was apparently a time/money saver as there was only
one stamping of the numbers. Somewhere in the N se-
ries (between NAA and NZZ), the metal switched to steel
because of a law passed requiring Ohio steel to be used.

OHIO -

TJX-384

neREINEaN. Lo

17






1988:

. In 1988, 1985 plates were used in conjunction with
a current year validation sticker.

. Effective 11/28/88 the selection of deputy registrars
was changed from a political patronage process to a
competitive privatized request for proposal process. The
choice of deputy registrars was no longer to be based on
political influence. Prior to the implementation of this law,
there were 268 deputy registrars. Because of the change
to date of birth registration and the onset of mail registra-
tion, it was determined that only 202 deputy registrars
were needed. Senate Bill 1 authorizes the Registrar to
appoint private individuals, nonprofit corporations, and
county auditors to run deputy registrar license agencies.

. The National Driver Registry was implemented.
Ohio joined four other states in a pilot project with the
U.S. Department of Transportation.
Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Michael J. McCullion.
1989:

. In 1989, 1985 plates were used in conjunction with
a current year validation sticker.

. First year for date-of-birth vehicle registration and
the mail-in registration renewal option.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Michael J. McCullion.

1990:

. In 1990, 1985 plates were used in conjunction with
a current year validation sticker.

. The Chauffeur’s License category was changed to
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL). In addition, federal
law requires all large truck and bus drivers to pass knowl-
edge and road skill tests to obtain a CDL.

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Michael J. McCullion.

1991:

AP-524
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. In 1984, the Ohio Division of Travel and
Tourism created the slogan, “Ohio, The Heart of It All”
to promote tourism. The office adopted this slogan for
many reasons. One reason why was because the state
of Ohio roughly resembles a heart in shape. This slogan
appeared on all official publications of the Ohio Division
of Travel and Tourism. The state also placed it on high-
way signs welcoming people to Ohio. In 1991 it began to
appear on Ohio’s license plates.

. International Registration Plan (IRP) began. The
IRP was an agreement among 44 other states and
the Canadian Province of Alberta whereby a motor car-
rier can register fleets of motor vehicles for travel in
all IRP member jurisdictions by filing the vehicle reg-
istration paperwork through the home, or base, IRP
jurisdiction.

. In 1991, the BMV began to computerize Ohio’s auto
titles. The new system eased the collection of sales tax
on vehicles and helped to deter odometer fraud and ve-
hicle theft through enhanced security features and track-
ing capabilities.

. An Administrative Tracking System (ATS) was im-
plemented to monitor the status of suspended drivers.
The ATS permits driving records to be updated every 24
hours compared to the previous 72 or more hours.

. There are 57 one-stop shop locations statewide:

* 4 locations offer deputy registrar, title,
and driver exam services

* 18 locations offer deputy registrar and
driver exam services

» 35 locations offer deputy registrar and
title services

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Mitchell J. Brown.

1992:

. In 1992, 1991 plates were used in conjunction with
a current year validation sticker.

. On September 24, the Ohio Department of High-
way Safety was renamed the Ohio Department of Public

GPUDUUUU
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. The BMV began issuing Colleglate License Plates
in September.
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. New enhanced security Certificate of Titles are is-
sued beginning April 22. The first new title was issued for
a 1913 Ford in Vinton County.

. On November 22, an Automated Call Distribution
(ACD) system was installed in Columbus to manage
incoming telephone calls more efficiently. The ACD
system utilizes computer based technology to manage
telephone inquiries.

. There are 62 one-stop shop locations statewide:

. 9 locations offer deputy registrar, title,
and driver exam services

. 18 locations offer deputy registrar and
driver exam services

. 35 locations offer deputy registrar and
title services

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Mitchell J. Brown.

1993:

. In 1993, 1991 plates were used in conjunction with
a current year validation sticker.

. In February a pilot project driver license reinstate-
ment center was opened in Lucas County, Toledo.

. Effective September 1, the Administrative Driver Li-
cense Suspension (ALS) laws provided for the immedi-
ate, on the spot, suspension of a driver license by a po-
lice officer when a driver is stopped for drunk driving if the
test results exceed the legal limit of .10% blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) or if the sobriety test is refused.

. There are 71 one-stop shop locations statewide:

. 12 locations offer deputy registrar, title,
and driver exam services

. 24 locations offer deputy registrar and
driver exam services

. 35 locations offer deputy registrar and
title services

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Mitchell J. Brown.

These plates, referred to as ‘family plates’, are re-
quired to be displayed on vehicles in certain circum-

stances where the driver is under an ‘Operating a Ve-
hicle while Intoxicated’ (OVI) suspension.

1994:

. In 1994, 1991 plates were used in conjunction with
a current year validation sticker.

. Effective February 14, implementation begins for a
digitized driver license issuance system. The new driver
licenses and identification cards will contain digital pho-
tographs, bar code, and an encoded magnetic stripe.

. Effective June 28, the BMV is required to provide
an opportunity for driver license, commercial driver li-
cense, identification card, or motorcycle license appli-
cants to register to vote or to update voter registration
information.

. There are 83 one-stop shop locations statewide:

. 17 locations offer deputy registrar, title,
and driver exam services

* 30 locations offer deputy registrar and
driver exam services

» 36 locations offer deputy registrar and title
services

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Mitchell J. Brown.

1995:

. In 1995, 1991 plates were used in conjunction with
a current year validation sticker.

. February 14 began the issuance of digitized driver
license and identification cards.

. A new financial responsibility law requiring insur-
ance identification cards to be issued to all those insured
becomes effective on April 20. However, enforcement
was delayed until October 20.

. On June 1 an additional regional driver license rein-
statement office was opened in Cuyahoga County, Par-
ma Heights.

. Ohio’s gold format license plates became available
for the first time on July 1, for Hall of Fame, Lake Erie,
Scenic River, and personalized reserved license plates.

. There are 92 one-stop shop locations statewide:

. 22 locations offer deputy registrar, title,
and driver exam services

. 34 locations offer deputy registrar and
driver exam services

. 36 locations offer deputy registrar and
title services
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4300 Kimberly Parkway

. On February 14th the BMV initiated its move from
4300 Kimberly Parkway, Columbus, Ohio, to the newly
constructed Ohio Department of Public Safety building
located at 1970 West Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio.

1970 West Broad Street

The new Ohio Dept. of Public Safety building replaced
the historic Columbus Asylum as part of the ‘Hilltop’ area
landscape.

. Effective July 29, the social security number may
be removed from driver license (except CDL driver) or
identification card.

. Effective December, random verification of insur-
ance began. Approximately 5,000 valid vehicle registra-
tions per week are selected. Requests are sent to the
vehicle owner asking them to show proof of insurance for
a previous date.

. There are 100 one-stop shop locations statewide:

. 30 locations offer deputy registrar, title,
and driver exam services

. 38 locations offer deputy registrar and
driver exam services

. 32 locations offer deputy registrar and
title services

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Franklin R. Caltrider.

1999:

. Effective January 1, phase 2 of the Graduated
Driver License (GDL) law went into effect for driver li-
cense issuance priorto the age of 18. An individual must
document 50 hours of actual driving experience (with
at least 10 hours of night driving) certified by a parent,
hold a temporary permit packet for at least 6 months, and
complete 24 hours of classroom instruction and 8 hours
driving instruction.

. Motor vehicle lessees have the option to renew
leased vehicles by mail beginning August 1.

. An upgrade was made to the Automated Title Pro-
cessing System (ATPS) on October 15.

. There are 102 one-stop shop locations statewide:

. 30 locations offer deputy registrar, title,
and driver exam services

. 39 locations offer deputy registrar and
driver exam services

. 33 locations offer deputy registrar and
title services

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Franklin R. Caltrider

2000:

. Effective in 2000, initial and personalized special
plate options were made available to holders of historical
vehicle license plates.

. Effective June 1, the BMV no longer releases per-
sonal information from a cord to bulk mail distributors
for urveys, marketing or solicitations in accord with the
federal Driver’s Privacy Protection Act (DPPA). Driving
record information is only released if an individual com-
pletes and submits an “opt-in” form to the BMV.
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. Two state operated Customer Service Center (CSC)
offices opened in Columbus on July 1. These one-stop
shop facilities offer deputy registrar, title, driver exam
(written and driving), and other services to the public.
The CSC offices incorporate computer based customer
traffic management systems and automated driver li-
cense kiosk testing.

EIF'LATEE.nnm

. On December 12, at OPLATES.com, online Internet
and telephone vehicle registration began.

. The BMV obtains a new Internet Uniform Resource
Locator (URL): www.ohiobmv.com.

. There are 8,706,216 Ohio licensed drivers and ID
card holders in the state of Ohio.

. In 2000, more than 1.4 million Ohioans registered
to become organ donors through the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles (BMV).

. There are 107 one-stop shop locations statewide:

. 34 locations offer deputy registrar, title,
and driver exam services (*includes
two state operated offices in Columbus
that opened 7/1/00)

. 43 locations offer deputy registrar and
driver exam services

. 30 locations offer deputy registrar and
title services

Motor Vehicle Department Registrar -
Franklin R. Caltrider

2001:

. Effective January 1, 2001, all disability parking
placards that expired on Jan, 1, and thereafter, were
subject to a new procedure for recertification. HB 148

e

K

required a signed statement (prescription) from the
applicant’s physician, and a completed disability applica-
tion.

| o The BMV announced a new online service, www.

OhioAutoDealers.com, designed to inform the public
about the outcome of new car, used car, and salvage
Dealer Board rulings.

. Effective February 12, 2001, The BMV began waiv-
ing the $10 additional fee for all military special plates.
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. In March, the BMV began to issue new 30 day tem-
porary tags. These tags incorporated several new secu-
rity features to deter fraud.

. Effective July 1, 2001, the deputy registrar fee in-
creased from $2.25 to $2.75 under HB 94.

. Effective September 10, 2001, in an effort to fur-
ther protect Ohio citizens against identity theft, the Ohio
BMV began enlisting the help of the Social Security
Administration (SSA) to verify social security numbers,
dates of birth, and/or names of approximately 9 mil-
lion driver license and identification card records. The
American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators
(AAMVA) provided the link between the BMV and SSA
for the 